Successful resection of a hypothalamic hamartoma and a Rathke cleft cyst. Case report.
The authors report the case of a 12-year-old girl with Pallister-Hall syndrome, long-standing refractory, symptomatic epilepsy, mental retardation, and panhypopituitarism in whom two rare, deep midline lesions were detected. She underwent successful transsphenoidal resection of the Rathke cleft cyst and transcallosal resection of the hypothalamic hamartoma within a 4-day period without complications. Neuropathological studies confirmed the neuroimaging diagnoses for the two lesions. The patient has been seizure free for 6 months postoperatively.